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PART ONE - FRAMEWORK
PURPOSE
The Town of Slave Lake 2007 Municipal Development Plan (MDP) fulﬁlls the statutory requirement of the Alberta Government
Act that each “council of a municipality with a population of 3500 or more must by bylaw adopt a municipal development plan.”
The purpose of this MDP is not only to fulﬁll that statutory requirement, but also to express the aspirations of the Council and
citizens of the Town of Slave Lake with respect to the long-term development and sustainability of their community.
Accordingly, this MDP is based upon the Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan, which Council adopted by resolution
in 2007.
This 2007 MDP affirms the land use and development goals, objectives, and policies that are intended to guide the future actions
and decisions of the Council and administration of the Town of Slave Lake. The MDP sets forth a policy and regulatory
framework for both public and private land use and development within the Town. In addition to providing a means of
coordinating municipal infrastructure, operations, and management of the Town, the MDP establishes long-term direction
toward the achievement of sustainable development within the community.

ALBERTA MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT
At the time of adoption of this MDP, Section 632 of the Alberta Municipal Government Act contained the following requirements
with respect to municipal development plans.
(1) A council of a municipality with a population of 3500 or more must by bylaw adopt a municipal development
plan.

(2) A council of a municipality with a population of less than 3500 may adopt a municipal development plan.
(3) A municipal development plan
(a)

must address
(i)
the future land use within the municipality,
(ii)
the manner of and the proposals for future development in the municipality,
(iii)
the co-ordination of land use, future growth patterns and other infrastructure with adjacent
municipalities if there is no intermunicipal development plan with respect to those matters in those
municipalities,
(iv)
the provision of the required transportation systems either generally or speciﬁcally within the
municipality and in relation to adjacent municipalities, and
(v)
the provision of municipal services and facilities either generally or speciﬁcally,

(b)

may address
(i)
proposals for the ﬁnancing and programming of municipal infrastructure,
(ii)
the co-ordination of municipal programs relating to the physical, social and economic development
of the municipality,
(iii)
environmental matters within the municipality,
(iv)
the ﬁnancial resources of the municipality,
(v)
the economic development of the municipality, and
(vi)
any other matter relating to the physical, social or economic development of the municipality,

(c)

may contain statements regarding the municipality’s development constraints, including the results of any
development studies and impact analysis, and goals, objectives, targets, planning policies and corporate
strategies,

(d)

must contain policies compatible with the subdivision and development regulations to provide guidance on
the type and location of land uses adjacent to sour gas facilities,

(e)

must contain policies respecting the provision of municipal, school or municipal and school reserves,
including but not limited to the need for, amount of and allocation of those reserves and the identiﬁcation of
school requirements in consultation with aﬀected school authorities, and

(f)

must contain policies respecting the protection of agricultural operations.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s632; RSA 2000 c21 (Supp) s4
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COMMUNITY CONTEXT
The Town of Slave Lake is a mid-sized municipality strategically located in north central Alberta. Situated at the southern tip of
Alberta’s vast oil sands, Slave Lake has signiﬁcant future growth potential as a regional hub and gateway to communities in
northern Alberta.
The Council and citizens of Slave Lake are committed to developing a community where residents can live a balanced lifestyle,
a community that embraces diverse cultures, and a community that offers opportunity and quality of life for everyone
regardless of age, occupation, or lifestyle. Key to achieving these goals is protection of the natural environment in and around
the Town.
While the underlying economic foundation of Slave Lake is based on the energy and forestry industries, residents have a clear
understanding of the need to balance economic development with the environmental, social, and cultural qualities of their
community in order to build both a thriving local economy and a home town where people will want to live and raise families.
The roles and responsibilities of the Town in the achievement of community goals are to balance the imperatives of private
investment with the need for long-term community sustainability, to make fair and equitable policy and regulatory decisions,
and to provide the physical and social infrastructure that will sustain healthy growth and development for future generations.
This MDP expresses the commitment of the Town of Slave Lake to work with its citizens to achieve these goals.

Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007
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PART TWO - VISION, MISSION, AND DEVELOPMENT PHILOSOPHY
VISION
The 2007 Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan expresses the long-term Vision of the Council and citizens of the Town
of Slave Lake:
“In the year 2035, Slave Lake is the community of choice, recognized as a dynamic, regional leader providing a balanced
quality of life in a pristine environment.”
This long-term Vision provides an overall direction for the Development Philosophy and Mission of this Municipal Development
Plan.

MISSION
As a guide to the Town’s corporate strategic planning, the Town of Slave Lake Mission statement provides a working policy direction
for the Municipal Development Plan. The Town’s Mission expresses the primary focus, purpose, and function of the community.
The 1997 Town of Slave Lake Municipal Development Plan set forth the following Mission, which is aﬃrmed in this 2007 MDP:
“By Working Together, We are Building a Better Community.”

DEVELOPMENT PHILOSOPHY
The Town supports development in order to facilitate housing, business, economic development, and the proper provision of
community services and infrastructure, based upon the following planning principles:

•
•
•
•
•

Respect and integrate the needs of future generations.
Value the natural and cultural environment.
Respect diversity.
Balance the needs of communities and individuals.
Foster public participation.

The Town of Slave Lake does not actively participate in the land development industry; although the municipality may become
involved in land development if the development industry fails to meet the basic needs of the community. Town-owned lands
are periodically evaluated to determine whether they are surplus to Town needs. Where and when appropriate, the Town will
consider opportunities to work with private developers early in the land development process.

Objective:
To establish the role of the Town of Slave Lake in regard to the use and development of land within the municipality.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.
2.
3.
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periodically review Town-owned lands to determine whether any such lands are surplus to Town needs and available to
private developers,
support creative initiatives with private industry to help provide for and encourage development, and
foster and promote early dialogue with the land development industry to ensure a cooperative planning process.
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The Town of Slave Lake operates on the philosophy that growth should pay for growth and that development must provide for
its own on-site servicing and pay for mitigation of off-site impacts. It is important that growth occurs in a manner that does
not adversely affect the environmental, social, or economic well-being of the community.

Objective:
To ensure that development provides for the costs of growth.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.
2.
3.

require developers to provide all on-site servicing in addition to off-site servicing attributable to their developments,
require developers to contribute through off-site levies toward facility costs or the mitigation of impacts related to new
developments, and
obligate developers to contribute toward the costs of new arterial and major collector roads attributable to their
developments.

The Town of Slave Lake places a high priority on development that is economically, ﬁscally, environmentally, and socially
sustainable. The long-term costs to the community of growth must be borne by development when it is approved. The Town
is committed to working with the development industry to address such long- term costs.

Objective:
To ensure that development bears the long-term costs of growth.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.
2.
3.

work with the development industry to address the long-term costs of growth and development,
investigate incentives (e.g., density bonus systems, tax incentives) for development that will clearly demonstrate
contributions to the long-term economic, ﬁscal, environmental, and social sustainability of the community, and
implement sustainable development through Area Structure Plan and Outline Plan approval processes,

The Town of Slave Lake recognizes the need to keep levies and charges with respect to growth management and land
development up to date with the costs of development.

Objective:
To maintain and require levies and charges that reﬂect current costs of land development.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.
2.

periodically review all levies and charges pertinent to growth management and land development, including on-site and
off-site development levies and development charges, and
update on-site and off-site development levies and development charges on a regular basis in consultation with the
development industry.

Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007
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The Town of Slave Lake recognizes the need to keep levies and charges with respect to growth management and land
development up to date with the costs of development.
In order to create an attractive community, the Town encourages and when necessary enforces compliance with its development
standards and requirements. The Town values the unique character of the surrounding natural environment. Site opportunities
will be maximized to enhance the quality of development and conscientious steps will be taken to mitigate potential negative
impacts on both development sites and surrounding areas. The Town requires high aesthetic standards for speciﬁc sites, parks,
natural areas, and neighbourhoods in order to achieve a well-designed and healthy community.

Objective:
To maintain the necessary degree of land use control, adherence to sound land use planning principles, and achievement of
design standards.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.
2.
3.
4.

emphasize compliance with and upgrading to current development standards,
emphasize design criteria for development proposals,
ensure development complies with the Area Structure Plans, Development Standards and Procedures and the Land Use
Bylaw, and,
work to protect and enhance the natural environment,

The Town of Slave Lake requires that development be appropriately staged and that utilities be appropriately sized.
Development that randomly occurs with no connection to the Town’s existing urban infrastructure is not supported. The Town
seeks to ensure operational efficiency by minimizing oversized investment attributable to particular developments.

Objective:
To ensure the orderly and economic extension of infrastructure.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.
2.
3.

prior to approval, consider operating and maintenance costs to the municipality of proposed subdivisions that are not
located adjacent to existing subdivisions, and
not support leapfrog development,
apply a Regional Approach in any infrastructure and development extensions.

MUNICIPAL SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
Council adopted the Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan (MSP) by resolution in 2007. The MSP is a non- statutory
document (i.e., not required by Provincial legislation) that sets forth a sustainable vision of the Town in the year 2035, a detailed
description of what achievement of that vision will mean, and both the immediate and long- term actions that will be required to
implement, monitor, and attain sustainable development of the community. In developing a Municipal Sustainability Plan, the
Town of Slave Lake followed a ﬁve-step process:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Vision

identifying a future vision for the Town of Slave Lake

Success

identifying key strategy areas and what success looks like in each area

Current Reality

identifying where the Town is for each strategy area

Action Plan

developing a list of actions and initiatives that will take the Town from where it is where it wants to
go – achieving the vision

5.

Implement
and
Monitor

implementing the actions and monitoring indicators to gauge progress toward achieving the vision

8
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The key strategy areas for organizing the actions to be taken by the Town toward achievement of the vision are:

1.

Economy

2.

Natural Environment

3.

Built Environment

4.

Social and Cultural

The MSP assigns responsibility within the community for implementing actions. It also identiﬁes a general timeline for
implementation. While the Town of Slave Lake has taken the lead in the development of the MSP, achieving the vision in each
strategy area needs to be undertaken by the entire community: Council, the Town administration, business leaders,
community members, environmental groups, educators, youth, and seniors all have a role to play in building and nurturing a
sustainable community.
The MSP will serve as a living document, which the Town will continue to implement and update on an annual basis. Just as
creation of the MSP led to the 2007 revisions to this MDP, the ongoing future implementation, monitoring, and revision of the
MSP will be consistent with the long-term policy goals of the MDP.

2007 GROWTH STUDY
In 2007, the Town of Slave Lake adopted a Growth Study to determine future population growth, land availability, and longterm land requirements for urban development. The recommendations of that Growth Study support the long-term growth
management policies of this MDP.
The 2007 Growth Study takes into account past development trends, potential economic growth, supply of vacant land, and
approved land use policy plans such as Area Structure Plans, Intermunicipal Development Plan, and non-statutory plans for
speciﬁc areas of Slave Lake such as downtown.
Given the strong economic potential of this region, the 2007 Growth Study forecasts strong growth over the period 20062036. The future population projected from 2006 to 2036 anticipates a growth rate of 4% steadily increasing to 6% by 2021,
then gradually declining to 2% by 2036. Annual growth is expected to increase due to the Town’s location adjacent to the oil
sands and potential as a regional hub. Projected growth could result in the Town’s population increasing by roughly 17,000
over the next 30 years to a total population of 23,821 by 2036.
As growth occurs and the Town implements the policies of this Municipal Development Plan, Council will have regard to the
ﬁndings of the 2007 Growth Study. Subsequent growth studies will be undertaken to ensure that long-term growth can be
properly anticipated and managed.

Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007
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PART THREE - POLICY
1.0

COMMUNITY GOALS

The 1997 Town of Slave Lake Municipal Development Plan set forth the following community planning goals, which are
affirmed in this 2007 MDP:

1.

To achieve orderly, economical and beneﬁcial development of land and the use of land.

2.

To diversify the Town’s economic base in harmony with the natural environment.

3.

To ensure the community has appropriate resources (ﬁnancial, human and physical) to support its initiatives and
vision.

4.

To ensure plans and related matter are prepared and adopted which will provide the overall direction for future
development.

5.

To promote a sense of community identity and pride.

6.

To minimize the negative impacts of all new developments on the surrounding natural environment and to work to
appropriately respond to environmental concerns.

2.0

LAND USE

The MDP describes a framework of general land uses and development directions for the Town of Slave Lake. More detailed
and site speciﬁc planning is and will continue to be addressed in the Town’s Area Structure Plans and Land Use Bylaw. The
Alberta Municipal Government Act requires that all statutory planning documents adopted by Council, including the MDP,
Area Structure Plans, and the Land Use Bylaw, must be consistent with each other.

Objective:
To determine the appropriate future land use for the Town of Slave Lake.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

ensure that future development generally conforms with the Intermunicipal Development Plan ,“Municipal Land Use
Plan” (MDP Figure 1), subject to Area Structure Plans, Outline Plans, and the Town of Slave Lake Land Use Bylaw ,

2.

require careful consideration of areas designated environmental or open space, in order to determine the physical
boundaries of development, and

3.

provide for neighbourhood commercial, institutional, community facilities, parks, and playgrounds to be incorporated
into residential and other areas where residents and visitors interact, subject to Area Structure Plans, Outline Plans, and
compliance with the Town of Slave Lake Land Use Bylaw,

2.1

COMPATIBLE LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT

Compatibility of adjacent land uses facilitates community cohesion and reduces development conﬂicts. Where existing
industrial, commercial, and residential land uses have been established in proximity to each other, it
is important to minimize development impacts through devices such as landscaping, buﬀering, architectural treatments,
and development setbacks. The Town is committed to the resolution of existing land use conﬂicts and to ensuring that
future development will be compatible with surrounding land uses.

Objective:
To ensure that development is compatible with surrounding land uses.

10
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Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

ensure the compatibility of new development with existing land uses by using the Land Use Bylaw to manage and
regulate land use and development, and

2.

encourage the removal or redevelopment of non-conforming uses by enforcing compliance with the Land Use Bylaw,

3.

make all efforts to ensure that new fringe development complies with the uses outlined in the Intermunicipal
Development Plan and compliments the land use and character of the surrounding municipality’s adjacent
development.

2.2

RESIDENTIAL

Future residential areas will include both areas within the Town now developed for housing and areas most suitable for future
residential development. New housing will be developed in areas where physical infrastructure may be easily extended and
where access to community services is conducive to community cohesion. Future residential areas will be subject to Area
Structure Plans.
The Town of Slave Lake recognizes the importance of having an available supply of serviceable land to meet its housing
needs. An essential purpose of the MDP is to establish the most suitable areas for future residential development.

Objective:
To establish appropriate areas for future residential development.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

direct residential development to areas allocated for residential land uses in the “Municipal Land Use Plan” (MDP Figure
1), subject to Area Structure Plans, Outline Plans, and the Town of Slave Lake Land Use Bylaw,

2.

determine phasing, housing type and housing mix at the Area Structure Plan or Outline Plan stage of the planning
process, and

3.

generally provide for higher residential densities in growth areas that are subject to new Area Structure Plans or Outline
Plans,

Future residential areas will include both areas within the Town now developed for housing and areas most suitable for future
residential development. New housing will be developed in areas where physical infrastructure may be easily extended and
where access to community services is conducive to community cohesion. Future residential areas will be subject to Area
Structure Plans .

Objective:
To facilitate redevelopment or inﬁll development of residential uses where appropriate within established areas of the Town.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

facilitate appropriate redevelopment or inﬁll development to achieve higher residential densities within established
residential areas and, where impacts of adjacent land uses can be mitigated, other areas such as downtown, subject to
the Town of Slave Lake Land Use Bylaw, and

2.

consider whether signiﬁcant redevelopment within established areas of the Town should be subject to Area
Redevelopment Plans.

The Town acknowledges that home based businesses can contribute as positive means of establishing or incubating new
businesses. Home based businesses are, however, businesses operating in residential areas, which cannot be allowed to
create conﬂicts with existing land uses in primarily residential surroundings.
Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007
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Objective:
To provide for the development of compatible home based businesses that, where and when appropriate, can be relocated
as viable businesses to more suitable areas.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1. provide for home based business development, in accordance with the requirements of the Land Use Bylaw, and
2. place approval conditions, including but not limited to time horizons for temporary development permits, on home based
businesses for the purposes of possible relocation into commercial or industrial areas where and when such home based
businesses become incompatible with surrounding residential land uses.

2.3

DOWNTOWN

Downtown Slave Lake includes the downtown core and areas immediately adjacent to the historical downtown. The retail
commercial area of the downtown is concentrated along Main Street between 6th Avenue S and 6th Avenue N. The Town is
committed to supporting and enhancing the viability of commercial development in downtown Slave Lake while continuing
to improve the pedestrian oriented nature of the downtown.

Objective:
To direct public investment and planning approvals to reinforce the downtown core as both the focus for retail commercial
development and the community core with an appropriate mix of residential and commercial land uses.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1. reinforce downtown Slave Lake through planning approvals that support the downtown core as the focus of retail
development,

2. encourage retail ﬂoor space within office buildings fronting on Main Street,
3. ensure that store window, sidewalk, and other streetscape development will be visually attractive to pedestrians,
4. provide for short-stay parking both on street and off street to support services that will attract people downtown,
5. encourage a mix of commercial and residential uses within and surrounding the downtown in order to encourage the
live/ work experience and enhance the vitality and viability of downtown Slave Lake,

6. encourage higher density residential development in the areas surrounding the downtown core, and
7. support public activities downtown through the development of public gathering places in association with public
buildings, particularly around the new civic centre.

Objective:
To encourage attractive development and to improve the visual character of downtown Slave Lake.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1. encourage development which implements concepts, designs, and policies promoted in statutory and non- statutory
plans and guidelines,

12
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2. lead by example in public development and instill pride in the community through the implementation of downtown
public improvements,

3. periodically review aesthetic standards in the Land Use Bylaw to ensure the Town develops in an attractive manner, and
4. utilize existing regulatory bylaws for ongoing enforcement of unsightly and nuisance premises.
2.4

REGIONAL COMMERCIAL

The Town of Slave Lake provides signiﬁcant retail shopping opportunities to the broader region. Most of the regional retail
development in the Town is located on both sides of Highway 2 and at the south end of Main Street. This regional retail and
commercial development tends to be oriented to automobile traffic and is dependent upon both convenient automobile
access and good visibility from area highways. Nevertheless, regional retail and commercial development must also provide
for safe and attractive pedestrian environments. The Town acknowledges that large format retail businesses are important
for economic development, while recognizing the local need to sustain community and pedestrian-oriented retail and
commercial businesses in the downtown.
Regional retail and commercial developments frequently include large paved areas for surface parking. Although the need for
such parking is recognized, the Town is concerned with mitigating the environmental impacts of large surface parking lots
through stormwater management best practices and high standards for site planning and landscaping.
An objective of the Town is to provide an entrance to Slave Lake that leads toward and enhances the importance of the
downtown area. The Town is also committed to ensuring that the regional commercial and retail development at the south
end of Main Street and along Highway 2 will create a visually attractive entryway into Slave Lake.

Objective:
To ensure that the use and development of lands adjacent to highways and arterial roadways is visually attractive.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1. apply planning, development, and design principles and standards to development along the major roadways and
highway entrances to the Town,

2. require that new regional retail and commercial development provides for safe and attractive pedestrian environments
and access,

3. ensure that new regional retail and commercial development provides for mitigation of environmental impacts through
stormwater management best practices and high standards for site planning and landscaping,

4. retain, enhance, and construct buffers of trees, berms, and other effective screening devices, having regard to the
FireSmart Principles (refer to Section 6.0), within and adjacent to the public right-of-ways along the major roadways and
highway entrances to the Town,

5. utilize buffers of trees, berms, and other effective screening between potentially incompatible land uses such as
industrial, commercial, and residential development, and

6. in cooperation with Alberta Infrastructure & Transportation and the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124,
ensure that highway signage and postings are well maintained, orderly, and attractive.

2.5

BUSINESS INDUSTRIAL

Attraction and retention of a diversiﬁed range of appropriate businesses and industries will continue to be critical to the
economic sustainability of the Town of Slave Lake and the surrounding region. The Town draws the distinction between
heavy industrial uses, which can create negative impacts within urban areas, and business industrial uses, which are more
compatible with other types of urban land use and development. Heavy industrial uses may be appropriate within the Town,
as long as they are placed in suitable locations and their development and operational impacts are mitigated.
Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007
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As development trends evolve, distinctions between heavy industrial and business industrial or commercial uses can become
blurred. The Town will keep the Land Use Bylaw up to date by providing appropriate land use deﬁnitions and districts that
recognize the evolving nature of industrial, business, and commercial development.
The Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan (MSP) commits the Town and other stakeholders within the community to
a number of economic development strategies and actions, including attraction of new “value-added” or secondary industries to
the Town. Key to attracting such industry will be the availability of serviced or serviceable industrial land within the Town.

Objective:
To attract and retain a diversiﬁed range of appropriate businesses and industries through planning for readily available serviced
or serviceable business industrial land within the Town.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

ensure that approved plans are in place to provide for a viable inventory of both serviced and readily serviceable business
industrial land of a variety of parcels sizes within existing and new industrial areas,

2.

prepare and adopt Area Structure Plans for new business industrial areas within the Town, and

3.

market the Town’s inventory of planned, serviced, and readily serviceable industrial land to businesses with the potential for
moving to Slave Lake from outside the region.

The Town of Slave Lake recognizes that the physical appearance of its business industrial areas is important to economic and
community development. Accordingly, the Town promotes attractive new industrial development that is compatible within an
urban context. Appropriate landscaping, streetscaping, and buffering will be essential to the creation of industrial and
commercial areas within Slave Lake that will foster community pride and economic development.
Caribou Trail NW is and will continue to be developed with a mixture of commercial and light industrial land uses. Given that this
arterial road serves as a major entrance route into the Town, development in view of Caribou Trail will be encouraged to achieve
higher design standards.
Future business industrial development will be located within existing industrial areas, including the lands within and
surrounding the Slave Lake Airport. The Town will maximize opportunities presented by redevelopment within existing
industrial areas by requiring development standards that will enhance those areas over time. Further business industrial
development will also be located near the Alberta Infrastructure & Transportation weigh scale on Highway 2, in an area that
already has good road connections and which is buffered from proposed residential areas.

Objective:
To determine the preferred development standards for existing industrial areas such as the Caribou Trail secondary commercial
area and for new business industrial areas such as the area near the Alberta Infrastructure & Transportation weigh scale on
Highway 2.

14
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Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

apply planning, development, and design principles and standards that are appropriate within the context of existing
industrial areas,

2.

apply higher planning, development, and design principles and standards to business industrial development along the
major roadways and highway entrances to the Town, including Caribou Trail NW, and

3.

retain, enhance, and construct buffers of trees, berms, and other effective screening devices, having regard to the
FireSmart Principles (refer to Section 6.0), within and adjacent to the public right-of-ways along the major roadways and
highway entrances to the Town,

2.6

INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE

The Town of Slave Lake Municipal Development Plan does not encourage intensive agricultural uses adjacent to urban fringe
areas. Approvals for livestock operations or conﬁned feeding operations (CFOs) lie with the jurisdiction of the Natural
Resources Conservation Board (NRCB). Prior to approvals being given, the staff of the NRCB will review local plans and
request comments from the municipality. The Town of Slave Lake’s policy is that no conﬁned feeding operations will be
allowed to locate adjacent to the Town of Slave Lake’s urban fringe areas due to the high water table, poor soil quality, the
substantial amount of environmentally sensitive areas within and adjacent to the Town’s boundary, and potential for conﬂict
with future urban growth.

2.7

OPEN SPACE

Major future open space areas will include areas capable of supporting more intensive recreational developments and natural
areas having severe environmental constraints. The Sawridge Recreation Area, beside Lesser Slave Lake, supports a day use
facility and campground. The area near Caribou Trail and 6th Avenue SW is proposed for major sports ﬁeld facilities. The
existing sport ﬁelds in the northwest, south of 6th Avenue NE and Hilda Eben Park, provide for active recreation.
Environmental open space areas incorporate important drainage courses in the community. Sawridge Creek provides a
natural open space corridor through the Town for trail development.

Objective:
To establish the preferred areas for future open space and community recreational development.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

support low intensity or passive recreational use of environmentally sensitive areas shown on the “Municipal Land Use
Plan” (MDP Figure 1), subject to Area Structure Plans, Outline Plans, and the Town of Slave Lake Land Use Bylaw, and

2.

support higher intensity or active recreational use of open space areas shown on the “Municipal Land Use Plan” (MDP
Figure 1), subject to Area Structure Plans, Outline Plans, and the Town of Slave Lake Land Use Bylaw.

The Alberta Municipal Government Act provides for the dedication of reserve land at the time of subdivision, including
provision for deferment or cash-in-lieu of reserve. The general purpose of reserve is to provide land for park and school
development. The Town of Slave Lake is committed to having reserves allocated and developed to meet the community’s
needs.
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Objective:
To ensure that Environmental Reserve (ER), Municipal Reserve (MR), School Reserve (SR), Municipal and
School Reserve (MSR), and Public Utility Lot (PUL) lands are dedicated in appropriate locations and developed to
standards that meet the requirements of the Town, school authorities, and community at large.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

identify parks and open space requirements through demarcation of environmentally sensitive areas, overland
drainage areas, public open spaces, and school sites in Area Structure Plans,

2.

effect required parks and open spaces through dedication of reserve lands in subdivision approvals,

3.

require optimal reserve dedication through the subdivision process in accordance with the Municipal Government
Act,

4.

require reserve lands that are useful for recreational and open space purposes,

5.

not support the dedication of reserve to meet Land Use Bylaw requirements for buffers or walkways,

6.

ensure through development agreements that developers provide:
• contoured and landscaped reserve lands that meet or exceed the minimum landscaping standards set
forth in the Land Use Bylaw
• adequate municipal services where such services are necessary for school or other public recreational
uses,

7.

give preference to dedication of MR rather than MSR, with the Town being fully responsible for the management of
such reserve land,

8.

work toward agreements with school authorities regarding the provision of reserves,

9.

only consider cash-in-lieu of reserve where land dedication for parks and open space is proven to be unsuitable for
public purpose requirements, and

10. only consider deferment of reserve where it can be proven that open space planning and dedication would more
effectively achieve public purpose requirements in the future, and

11. plan and dedicate land to establish quadrant parks in accordance with Council parks and open space policy.

3.0

PUBLIC SYSTEMS

Public systems within the Town of Slave Lake include both natural areas and built municipal infrastructure. Natural
areas include integrated and linked environmentally signiﬁcant lands, important wildlife habitat, and water bodies.
Municipal infrastructure includes transportation and utility servicing such as piped potable water, sanitary sewerage,
and stormwater management systems. The Town of Slave Lake, together with other community stakeholders and
jurisdictions, is responsible for the proper planning, construction, operation, and maintenance of these public systems.

3.1

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The Town of Slave Lake is surrounded by numerous natural features of outstanding value, including the varied
topography and ecology of the Boreal Forest, the Lesser Slave River valley, Sawridge Creek, and Lesser Slave Lake.
The Town Council and citizens of Slave Lake treasure these natural features and expect future design to be in harmony
with the landscape. Natural areas will consequently be protected through land development processes.
Certain areas within the Town present signiﬁcant constraints to development such as high water table, poor soil
conditions, and low-lying lands. Further technical study and evaluation of both development potential and
environmental impacts will be required in those areas. Many of the environmental open space areas in the Town serve
as important drainage courses.
The Government of Alberta maintains ﬂood risk maps under the Canada-Alberta Flood Damage Reduction Program.
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Lands adjoining the Sawridge Creek and the Flood Control Channel are designated ﬂood prone lands under the Flood
Damage Reduction Program and are subject to development restrictions.

Objectives:
To ensure that future development is in harmony with the natural features and resources of the area. To protect and
enhance the natural environment along Sawridge Creek and Lesser Slave Lake.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

require the provision of Environmental Reserve or Environmental Reserve Easements at the time of subdivision in
accordance with the Municipal Government Act and the requirements of any approved Area Structure Plans,

2.

protect the natural areas and drainage courses associated with Sawridge Creek,

3.

promote timber resource management and recovery south of Highway 2 at the time of subdivision and development,
and

4.

support the collection of long-term baseline environmental information such as lake levels and water quality for Lesser
Slave Lake and its shorelands.

The Town of Slave Lake was severely affected by ﬂooding from Sawridge Creek in 1988. The Governments of Alberta and
Canada have subsequently taken measures to mitigate the risks associated with potential ﬂooding. Slave Lake has been
designated under the Canada -Alberta Flood Damage Reduction Program. Flood risk maps have been prepared and are
maintained by Alberta Environment.

Objective:
To protect the community from hazards associated with ﬂooding and to control development in ﬂood prone areas.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

ensure that development in the area south of Highway 2 takes place above the 1:100 designated ﬂood area (design
ﬂood elevation),

2.

ensure that suﬃcient open space remains for community protection and community use in accordance with any
approved Area Structure Plans and wherever redevelopment or inﬁll development occurs,

3.

ensure development complies with the Flood Damage Reduction Program, and

4.

take primary responsibility for land use management within the designated ﬂood risk area.

The Town recognizes the importance of supporting and promoting the protection, enhancement and wise use of the
environment. Through the establishment of environmental management systems for solid waste landﬁll and recycling,
stormwater, sanitary sewerage, and potable water, the Town will continue to reduce the risk of exposure to environmental
impairment and the likelihood of adverse impacts on the environment.

Objective:
To support environmental management systems to address operational and community environmental concerns.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

implement progressive measures in environmental and waste management by considering all actions which may have
Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007
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an impact both within and outside the Town boundaries, and

2.

implement the necessary measures to prevent or minimize any adverse impacts on the environment as a result of
municipal operations.

3.2

TRANSPORTATION

Land use and transportation are closely interrelated. Transportation is required to support the various land use activities in
the community, while land use and development patterns affect the transportation system. The existing and future
roadway and pathway systems within the Town of Slave Lake must be able to accommodate the community’s needs in a
safe and efficient manner. Other important elements in the regional transportation system include the Canadian National
Railway and the Slave Lake Airport.

Objective:
To establish the preferred roadway system, including an interconnected arterial road network with multiple entry and exit
points, for the Town of Slave Lake.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

generally support the basic roadway classiﬁcation system shown on the “Municipal Land Use Plan” subject to
reﬁnement by Area Structure Plans or Outline Plans,

2.

ensure the arterial road network south of Highway 2 will meet the needs of future development in that area, and

3.

maintain the classiﬁcation of arterial roadways north of Highway 2.

4.

encourage interconnected road networks to serve as alternate routes and discourage dead-end roads and cul-de-sacs,

5.

facilitate access and connection to future growth areas as identified in the Growth Study and in other planning
documents.

The Town attaches importance to regular transportation studies that evaluate and assess the municipal transportation
system. Such studies often take into account regional transportation conditions and traffic generators such as new
industrial development and transportation infrastructure.
In addition to municipal transportation studies, the Town requires that new development be subject to transportation
impact assessments that address the existing and future transportation infrastructure needs of automobiles, pedestrians,
and cyclists.

Objective:
To support regular transportation studies that assesses current and future requirements for a safe and efficient municipal
transportation system.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

prepare, adopt, and implement regular transportation studies that evaluate and assess the municipal transportation system,

2.

require that new development be subject to transportation impact assessments that address the existing and future
transportation infrastructure needs of automobiles, pedestrians, and cyclists, and

3.

ensure that transportation studies prepared by both the municipality and developers take into account regional
transportation conditions and traffic generators.

The Town considers pedestrian trails and bicycle paths as part of the transportation system. To this end, the Town is committed
to preparing and implementing a community-wide trail master plan. Trails have been constructed along Sawridge Creek, where
they are to be protected and maintained as primary links in the trail system. The need has been identiﬁed for safe and convenient
pedestrian and bicycle access to downtown Slave Lake. Pathways have also been developed to connect Lesser Slave Lake
18
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Provincial Park with the Town.

Objective:
To locate and develop an integrated bicycle and pedestrian trail system within and beyond the Town of Slave Lake.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

prepare, adopt, and implement a trail master plan,

2.

ensure that Area Structure Plans address pathway linkages in accordance with the trail master plan,

3.

require that rights-of-way for walkways and bicycle paths be provided as part of the roadway dedication in accordance with
the trail master plan, and

4.

ensure through development agreements that developers provide neighbourhood walkways within the development areas.

The Slave Lake Airport is a signiﬁcant asset to the Town of Slave Lake and the region. This community asset is to be protected
and supported in order to serve and promote economic growth and community development.

Objective:
To ensure that the existing operation of Slave Lake Airport is protected and that land uses around it are compatible with airport
operations.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

ensure that development near the Slave Lake Airport will not interfere with the safe operation and certiﬁcation of the
airport,

2.

prepare an overlay plan for the lands surrounding the Slave Lake Airport in order to protect the integrity, viability, and
operation of the airport.

3.3

UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE

The Town aﬃrms that minimum standards are required for municipal infrastructure, including roads, sidewalks, signs, street
lighting, and utilities. Furthermore, all new development and redevelopment within the Town is required to meet such
standards. Accordingly, the Town of Slave Lake has implemented Development Standards and Procedures for all development
within the Town.

Objective:
To ensure that new municipal infrastructure meets minimum standards and that plans to improve existing infrastructure are
implemented.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

adhere to comprehensive infrastructure and facility improvement and replacement plans,

2.

require that developers front-end necessary upgrades for infrastructure as growth and development occur, and

3.

upgrade deﬁcient infrastructure in areas of existing development as required at the time of land redevelopment, using local
improvement bylaws or site-speciﬁc beneﬁt projects.

The Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan identiﬁes a signiﬁcant number of immediate and short-term priorities for
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infrastructure improvements. Timing of development will be determined by the funding necessary to implement those
infrastructure improvements.

Objective:
To provide for sustainable sources of funding to sustain necessary infrastructure improvements and to maintain existing
infrastructure.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

continue to update the Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan through ongoing monitoring and annual review

2.

maintain and review a long-term capital plan for infrastructure improvements,

3.

pursue all available grants and other funding opportunities for municipal infrastructure from senior levels of government,

4.

investigate regional servicing partnerships and potential sharing of common services with other jurisdictions in the region,

5.

explore alternative funding opportunities for infrastructure projects, including public-private partnerships,

6.

implement smart growth initiatives such as:

•
•
•

facility life-cycle management
building conversions and additions to existing facilities
energy efficiency and alternative energy,

7.

encourage conservation efforts for reducing water consumption, solid waste generation, and energy use, and

8.

endeavor to maintain annual budget allocations for reserves to fund future infrastructure improvements.

3.4

COMMUNITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES

The Town of Slave Lake is a full-service municipality that aims to meet the needs of the community by providing a broad range of
services and facilities. As Slave Lake grows, existing and future community and institutional facilities will have to meet the
growing needs of the community. Satisfying these goals will involve the assessment of community needs, public consultation,
allocation of land and resources, and partnerships with community stakeholders and service providers.

Objective:
To meet ongoing needs for community services and facilities.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

conduct needs assessments and public consultation to determine the type and extent of community facilities and services
that should be provided,

2.

allocate land and resources through municipal budget processes to ensure that adequate capital, operating, and
maintenance resources will be provided to sustain a broad range of community services, parks, and facilities, and

3.

pursue partnerships with local, regional, and provincial stakeholders and service providers to develop and sustain community
facilities, parks, and services.

3.5

RECREATION

The Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan (MSP) expresses the community’s aspiration to provide multi-use recreation
and community facilities in addition to the Civic Centre, so that library, museum, cultural, youth, and seniors’ services will be
readily available to residents and visitors alike. The MSP describes a future when recreational facilities will include the arena and
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curling rink, while Town residents will also enjoy access to recreational facilities such as a pool, gymnasium, library, climbing wall,
and meeting rooms. Outdoor recreational opportunities will continue to be available at Lesser Slave Lake, the nearby Provincial
Parks, and the Town’s extensive pathway system.
Key to successful implementation of new recreational initiatives will be the continuation and expansion of the many partnerships
that have been arranged to provide for recreational opportunities.

Objective:
To provide for a broad range of year-round indoor and outdoor recreational activities.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

pursue new and enhance existing recreation partnerships with other jurisdictions in the region, and

2.

investigate the feasibility of converting or expanding existing recreational facilities to provide for a broader range of
recreational activities.

4.0

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Community development may be described as a process by which the members of a community become more actively engaged
at the local level in building the economy, forging and strengthening social ties, and developing the non-proﬁt sector. In
community development, the eﬀorts of the people themselves are united with the activities of government authorities to
improve the economic, social, and cultural conditions of their community.
The 2007 Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan (MSP) is a result of a community development initiative and the MSP
will itself continue serving as a community development tool. As the Town engages its neighbouring jurisdictions, partner
agencies, local businesses, and most importantly its citizens in the ongoing implementation of the MSP, the community of Slave
Lake will continue to grow and become a stronger, more self-sustaining community.
The major aspects of community development addressed in this Municipal Development Plan include housing, social services,
economic development, and tourism. Other pillars of community development for which other agencies or jurisdictions take
responsibility include education, health care, arts, and culture.

4.1 HOUSING
The Town of Slave Lake affirms the importance of providing a variety of housing opportunities and options within the
community.

Objective:
To encourage a variety of housing types.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

work with developers to develop sound, innovative solutions to housing issues,

2.

periodically review and if necessary amend the Land Use Bylaw in order to increase the variety and augment the supply of
housing in times of critical housing shortage,

3.

ensure that approved plans are in place to provide for an adequate supply of well-planned and serviced residential land that
will provide for a variety of housing types and densities, and

4.

encourage innovative as well as aesthetically attractive design in the development of new housing,

5.

make provisions in the Town’s Land Use Bylaw and coordinate with the Provincial Government and other stakeholders to
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provide affordable housing in Town.
College student housing, subsidized accommodation for low-income individuals and families, senior citizen units, housing for
persons with disabilities, and temporary housing for itinerant workers are all examples of the special needs housing required in
Slave Lake. The Regional Housing Authority plays a key role in the provision of special needs housing in Slave Lake. The Town
supports the development and integration of such housing throughout the community.

Objective:
To encourage and integrate the development of special needs housing throughout the community.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

work with builders and developers to develop sound, innovative solutions to special housing requirements,

2.

work with client groups, government agencies, and developers to identify and meet targeted housing needs,

3.

periodically review and if necessary amend the Land Use Bylaw in order to increase the variety and augment the supply of
special needs housing in the community, and

4.

encourage and if possible provide incentives for builders to provide aﬀordable housing.

The topography of Slave Lake, with its high water table, steeply sloping lands, and occasionally unstable soils, presents many
challenges and constraints to development of housing. It will be the responsibility of the land developer, with guidance from the
Town, to see to it that land is developed in a way that takes into account these challenges and constraints. All housing is required
to meet Land Use Bylaw and Alberta Building Code standards. In addition, open space and amenity areas need to be provided
for the beneﬁt of all Town residents, including those who live in multi- unit residential developments.

Objective:
To reinforce standards for housing development and, where necessary, to improve the quality of housing and housing
developments.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

reinforce the maintenance of standards throughout the life of housing projects,

2.

monitor potential damage to municipal infrastructure in newly developing as well as existing developed areas,

3.

ensure there are adequate park and amenity areas in all residential neighbourhoods, including mobile home parks and multiunit residential developments,

4.

ensure that proposed developments respect land constraints at the Outline Plan and Development Permit stages of the
approval process, and

5.

ensure that all development within the designated ﬂood fringe is adequately ﬂood proofed.

4.2 SOCIAL SERVICES
Although other agencies and jurisdictions take greater responsibility for social services, the Town of Slave Lake has a stake in
the proper delivery of social services in the community. For example, the Town of Slave Lake has served as a leader in the
preparation of a Municipal Substance Abuse Strategy and a Senior’s Housing Needs Assessment. The Town also supports the
Regional Housing Authority in the provision of special needs housing in Slave Lake. The Town of Slave Lake Municipal
Sustainability Plan identiﬁes a number of strategic areas in which the Town can become involved to help sustain the provision
of social services in Slave Lake.
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Objective:
To help sustain the proper delivery of social services in Slave Lake.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

work with social service providers to reduce domestic violence,

2.

assist in the provision of housing and services for seniors,

3.

investigate childcare and infant care needs and the Town’s role in the expansion of daycare services,

4.

support the provision of a youth centre and expanded youth programming services, and

5.

work with social service providers in Slave Lake to help sustain the proper delivery of social services in the community.

4.3 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
As with all planning matters, economic development cannot be undertaken by municipalities in isolation of their constituents
or their neighbours. The Town of Slave Lake is dedicated to pursuing long-lasting and
effective partnerships with business and economic concerns such as the Chamber of Commerce, Community Futures,
Northern Lakes College, and Career Development Centres to enhance the local economy. The Town of Slave Lake is also
committed to working with the two major jurisdictions on its borders, the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124 and
the Sawridge First Nations, to market the region to potential businesses. Joint economic initiatives with the Town’s partners
will serve all stakeholders by more effectively attracting new businesses — and the right kinds of businesses — to Slave Lake.

Objective:
To promote Slave Lake and the region as an attractive place for the establishment of new businesses and industries.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

pursue joint opportunities for economic development with its constituent businesses, economic development
organizations, the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124, and the Sawridge First Nations, and

2.

engage in cooperative marketing activities with its constituent businesses, economic development organizations, the
Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124, and the Sawridge First Nations in order to promote Slave Lake as an
attractive place for the establishment of new businesses and industries.

4.4 TOURISM
The Town considers tourism as having great potential for bringing economic development to the Slave Lake area. The Town
is a tourism partner with Big Lake Country Tourism and the M.D. of Lesser Slave River No. 124. The Town of Slave Lake, the
M.D. of Lesser Slave River No. 124, and Big Lake Country Tourism have developed a Tourist Information Centre at the
southeastern entrance to the Town and have cooperated to market tourism opportunities within the region using a variety of
media including the internet.
The Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan identiﬁes a number of future tourism projects, among them the
development of a major tourism generator such as a marina and boat launch, cross-country and downhill ski facilities, eco-tourism
operations such as the Boreal Centre for Bird Conservation, seasonal festivals, and cultural events.

Objective:
To encourage the development and improvement of tourist related attractions and facilities.
Policies:
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The Town shall:

1.

encourage the development of a major tourism generator in the Slave Lake area,

2.

support bed and breakfast developments, similar types of accommodation, and other tourist-related businesses and
services,

3.

support developments which will capture visitors, draw traffic to the downtown area and provide services along the primary
highways,

4.

work with tourism partners such as Big Lake Country Tourism, the M.D. of Lesser Slave River No. 124, and the Boreal Centre
for Bird Conservation to develop eco-tourism initiatives, and

5.

make Town-owned land, such as the Sawridge Recreation Area, available for tourist-related businesses.

5.0

GROWTH MANAGEMENT

The preferred practice at the Town of Slave Lake is to approve development only after the prior preparation and approval of
Outline Plans and Area Structure Plans. The process of preparing more detailed plans enables developers, the municipality,
utility companies, and others to anticipate and resolve issues such as the staging of development, road hierarchy, mix of land
uses, reserve provision, future school sites, and other matters that may arise through the planning process.
The 2007 Town of Slave Lake Growth Study examines growth potential on lands beyond the area now incorporated into the Town.
Those lands should be considered a logical extension of existing development within the municipality and may eventually be
annexed into the Town.

Objective:
To manage and coordinate the physical development of land.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

refer to current growth studies when considering future expansion and urban growth, and

2.

supplement current growth studies with more detailed review of identiﬁed growth areas in relation to local and regional
trends in land development, utility servicing, transportation, engineering, technology, and the environment.

6.0 WILDIRE
The Town of Slave Lake recognizes the threats of wildfire to developments. The Flat Top Complete Wildfire Review Committee
(2012) and the Lesser Slave Region Wildfire Mitigation Strategy (2017) identify the wildfire hazard and risk in and adjacent to the
Town of Slave Lake, and provides mitigation options for development based on FireSmart Principles.
Objective:
To identify wildfire as a development constraint.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

recognize the importance of FireSmart Principles and follow those Principles in both development and operations;

2.

consider subdivision and development proposals located within or adjacent to the Wildfire/Urban Interface a high wildfire
hazard are and should align with “FireSmart: Protecting Your Community from Wildfire” Principles. Approvals of such proposals
may include conditions that require the implementation of FireSmart Principles and fire prevention measures.
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Objective:
To identify the need for a Wildfire Risk Assessment.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

ensure that proposed subdivision and development located within or adjacent to the Wildfire/Urban Interface provides a
Wildfire Risk Assessment prepared by a qualified professional and evaluated by the Development Authority prior to approval;
and

2.

ensure that all recommendations provided in the Wildfire Risk Assessment are completed as a condition of subdivision and or
development approval.

Objective:
To protect the community from wildfire hazard and to encourage development within the Wildfire/Urban Interface to utilize
FireSmart Principles.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

encourage adequate buffers between the community and the forest/vegetation;

2.

encourage the use of non-fuel exterior and roof materials in current and new developments;

3.

encourage and promote structural management such as roof, wall and deck designs, screened vents and gutter guards and
ongoing maintenance;

4.

encourage and promote vegetation management and infrastructure development standards;

5.

encourage developers and other applicants to incorporate FireSmart Principles in new developments and plan to be a
FireSmart Community; and

6.

promote and encourage FireSmart Principles in future developments.

7.0

INTERMUNICIPAL AND REGIONAL RELATIONS

The Town of Slave Lake is committed to pursuing long-lasting and positive relations with the two major jurisdictions on its
borders: the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124 and the Sawridge First Nations. Joint planning and consultation with
those jurisdictions will serve to coordinate land use policy for transitional areas between the Town and its neighbours, thereby
providing clear, common direction for the use of land.

Objective:
To promote coordination among the Town of Slave Lake, the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124, and the Sawridge
First Nations with respect to land use policy and development in transitional areas between those jurisdictions.

Policies:
The Town shall:

1.

pursue opportunities for inter-municipal planning, multi-jurisdictional cooperation, and joint servicing agreements with the
Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124 and the Sawridge First Nations,

2.

engage in open discussions, based upon sound planning principles and technical analysis, with the Municipal District of Lesser
Slave River No. 124 and the Sawridge First Nations in relation to growth management and, when appropriate, annexation, and
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3.

pursue joint growth management planning with adjacent jurisdictions and support discussions of joint growth management
strategies such as population triggers for growth, staged annexations, etc.,

4.

plan in a regional context and enforce the Intermunicipal Development Plan to ensure a coordinated and planned
community and infrastructure growth;

5.

apply a Regional Approach in any infrastructure and development extensions;

6.

coordinate with the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124 and the Sawridge First Nation to promote compatible
development on both sides of Highway 2 and Highway 88.
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PART FOUR - IMPLEMENTATION
INTERPRETATION
The Town of Slave Lake Municipal Development Plan is intended to provide direction for all land use and development matters
aﬀecting the community. As required by the Alberta Municipal Government Act, all statutory plans and bylaws such as Area
Structure Plans and the Land Use Bylaw must be consistent with the Municipal Development Plan.
Development in the Town requires a development permit issued by the Approving Authority (Development Oﬃcer, Municipal
Planning Commission, or Subdivision and Development Appeal Board) in conformance with the Land Use Bylaw. A
development permit may only be issued if it complies with the requirements of the Town of Slave Lake Land Use Bylaw, this
Municipal Development Plan, and any other applicable statutory plans such as Area Structure Plans.
All applications for subdivision approval within the Town of Slave Lake shall be evaluated by the Municipal Planning Commission
to ensure that:

1.

the proposal complies with the spirit and intent of this Municipal Development Plan,

2.

there is adequate provision of community services to support the proposed development, and

3.

the application demonstrates sufficient overall land use planning merit to warrant subdivision approval.

IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING
In order to achieve the objectives established by this Municipal Development Plan, the Town will undertake a number of
implementation and monitoring actions. These actions will ensure that the land use policies are kept up to date.
The Town shall:

1.

review and update, on an annual basis, the actions and indicators of the Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan,

2.

monitor, on an annual basis, the achievement of actions and progress toward sustainability using the indicators contained in
the Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan,

3.

adopt actions from the Town of Slave Lake Municipal Sustainability Plan to be achieved on an annual basis,

4.

maintain a capital improvement priority list,

5.

monitor growth and development on an annual basis in relation to development activity, growth projections, environmental
impacts, land requirements, land availability, and the need to repair, improve, extend, or upgrade municipal services,

6.

review and where necessary amend, or adopt new, statutory plans such as Area Structure Plans and non-statutory plans for
speciﬁc areas such as downtown, and the Land Use Bylaw,

7.

review and amend the Land Use Bylaw, including any new land use districts, uses, or rules that may be necessary,

8.

maintain regular inspection and review of non-conforming land uses,

9.

work with local school authorities on achieving new or reviewing existing agreements and policies with respect to
dedication and allocation of reserves,

10. maintain positive relations, engage in sound interjurisdictional planning, and pursue servicing agreements with both the
Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124 and the Sawridge First Nations,

11. engage the Municipal District of Lesser Slave River No. 124 in discussions on joint planning, coordination of service
provision, and where and when appropriate, annexation, and

12. pursue joint growth management planning with adjacent jurisdictions and support discussions of joint growth management
strategies such as population triggers for growth, staged annexations, etc.

Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007

27

Achievement of certain objectives of this Municipal Development Plan, including some actions set forth in the Municipal
Sustainability Plan, will depend upon cooperation between the Town and external jurisdictions, agencies, businesses, nongovernmental organizations, and bodies such as the Airport
Authority, Regional Health Authority, and Regional Housing Authority. To the extent possible, the Town will endeavour to
work with all stakeholders to achieve common goals for the betterment of the community.

PLAN AMENDMENT
Future circumstances, opportunities, and aspirations may necessitate the review of this Municipal Development Plan.
Nonetheless, the objectives and policies of this MDP should be reviewed on a regular basis. Its success as a planning tool
depends upon its continuous application and evaluation. Periodic review will be necessary to ensure alignment and
consistency of all municipal planning policies, including this MDP, the Municipal Sustainability Plan, and other statutory and
non-statutory plans.
The Town of Slave Lake Municipal Development Plan may be amended by bylaw to reﬂect any changing needs or
requirements of the Town. When an amendment to the Municipal Development Plan is proposed, its impacts on the entire
MDP and other planning documents should be considered. MDP amendments should not compromise overall planning
goals and policies.
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FIGURE 1 MUNICIPAL LAND USE PLAN
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APPENDIX - DEFINITIONS
Area Redevelopment Plan means a statutory plan, formally adopted by Council, which is intended to provide a framework
for the subsequent redevelopment of a previously developed area of land in a municipality.
Area Structure Plan means a statutory plan, formally adopted by Council, which is intended to provide a framework for the
subsequent subdivision and development of a previously undeveloped area of land in a municipality.
Arterial Road means a road intended to move large volumes of traffic with minimum interruptions, primarily connecting
residential and employment areas.
Baseline refers to data regularly collected, which provides an indication of the state and quality of air, water, and soil.
Business Industrial means light industrial development, including but not limited to manufacturing, assembly, distribution,
warehouse, and service businesses, which may be appropriate in an urban context and which produce relatively minor
impacts that can be managed or mitigated through municipal planning, land use, and development regulation.
Collector Road means a road intended to collect traffic from local roadways and carry it to arterial roadways.
Development Agreement refers to a servicing agreement made between a developer and the municipality, made pursuant
to the Municipal Government Act.
Environmental Reserve refers to land dedicated, as part of the subdivision process, which is physically undevelopable or
ought not to be developed for environmental reasons.
“FireSmart: Protecting your Community from Wildfire” is a manual providing the necessary tools and recommendations
for planning and mitigating the risk of fire in the Wildfire/Urban Interface areas.
Flood Plain means a ﬂood-prone area, having a risk of ﬂood once every hundred years.
Intermunicipal Development Plan means a statutory plan, formally adopted by two or more Councils, which may describe
mutually agreed future land uses, servicing, or planning implementation measures for areas of common or joint
intermunicipal interest.
Land Use Bylaw (or zoning bylaw) means a bylaw adopted by Council, which establishes land use districts and prescribes
rules for development within those districts.
Lesser Slave River Wildfire Mitigation Strategy (2017) identifies all fuel reduction areas completed, short term (1 to 5
years) maintenance requirements and future mitigation options to ensure that the wildfire threat to all communities is
reduced and maintained into the future.
Municipal Development Plan means a statutory plan, formally adopted by Council, which is intended to describe the future
land uses proposed for the municipality.
Municipal Government Act Part 17 refers to the land use planning legislation under which municipalities in Alberta may
regulate the use and development of land.
Municipal Reserve refers to land dedicated, as part of the subdivision process, for municipal park use.
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Municipal Sustainability Plan also referred to as an Integrated Community Sustainability Plan, means a non-statutory plan,
adopted by Council, which is intended to express the strategic vision of the community and the concrete means of achieving
that vision over the short, medium, and long terms.
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Nonconforming means a lawful use of land, which does not comply with a land use bylaw.
Oﬀ-site Levy is a fee levied against any land to be developed or subdivided, which is intended to be applied toward the cost
of off-site services provided by the municipality.
Outline Plan refers to a land use plan, informally endorsed by Council, which describes the future development of a
neighbourhood in a municipality.
Regional Commercial means large format, automobile-oriented commercial and retail development, which is located on
major highways and caters to regional trade areas.
Sustainability means living in a way that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.
Wildfire/Urban Interface is describe as the area where various structures and other human developments meet or are
intermingled with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuel types.

Town of Slave Lake MDP April 2007
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